[Oropharyngeal dysphagia due to a primary change in the pharyngeal musculature. A manometric and isotopic study].
Twenty-five patients with oropharyngeal dysphagia due to a variety of disorders (4 with muscular dystrophy, 4 with myasthenia gravis and 13 with inflammatory myopathies) were studied clinically by esophageal manometry and isotopic clearance. Clinically patients had moderate dysphagia and 45% other symptoms such as nasal regurgitation, bronchial aspiration, etc. The most important manometric abnormality was the feeble contractions of the pharyngeal musculature, more pronounced in patients with severe dysphagia (grade II). Isotopic clearance of the oropharynx showed slowing of the pharyngeal emptying curve and an increased residual activity in this area. Isotopic oropharyngeal clearance is a useful, comfortable and noninvasive test for determining the clinical improvement which accompanies the manometric recovery of the pharyngeal muscular contraction.